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Comment No. 2 (cont.)          Issue Code: 25
NEPA analyses would be conducted at that point. Sections 1.1.3 and
3.3 discuss the Y-12 Modernization Program. DOE has made every
effort to ensure that the preparation of the SWEIS has involved the
public and interested stakeholders.  DOE has encouraged public
participation in the process beginning with the initial scoping meetings
and continuing with public hearings and the comment period for the
Draft Y-12 SWEIS.  Furthermore, DOE has consulted with a number
of other Federal and state agencies during its preparation of the Y-12
SWEIS.  The SWEIS also has been reviewed by other state and Federal
agencies.

Segmentation involves separately analyzing connected and cumulative
actions in order to reduce the significance of the environmental impacts
of an action as a whole. CEQs regulations are directed at avoiding
improper segmentation, and the Y-12 was prepared in accordance with
CEQ regulations. The proposed action and alternatives in the Y-12
SWEIS are independent of other potential future modernization actions
at Y-12.  Any future proposals would be the subject of separate NEPA
reviews if and when it is decided to move forward with specific
actions.

The commentor’s reference to Building 9201-4 being planned for
demolition by EM has been changed in the Final SWEIS.  Current
planning by EM is to accomplish the D&D of the Lithium Colex
Process and convert the building to warehouse status for future use.
This action would remove all the process and process support system
equipment, piping and electrical components, and leave the live
utilities and the structure intact.  The project has not been reviewed or
approved by DOE headquarters and has not been submitted for
planning budgets.  In 1999, the estimated schedule for starting D&D
was 2006, with completion in 2007.  Implementation of this D&D
activity is becoming more speculative over time, especially with
reduced funding for EM activities at ORR.  In any case, the activity
would be within Building 9201-4 and not have a significant
environmental impact.
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